CHAPTER   XXXI
J. B. JOEL V. ROBERT SIEVIER
THE GADBURY and the Lever cases are signal examples of
the triumph of Carson's advocacy over that of Rufus Isaacs;
figurative similes are inadequate, but so contrasted were
their methods that these victories may be compared to the
triumph of the eagle over the serpent. But it was not always
thus. Sometimes the serpent won. A notable instance of this
was the prosecution for blackmail brought by Mr. J. B. Joel
against Robert Sievier, the editor of the Winning Post. This
book has recorded many actions, civil and criminal, to which
supreme and permanent interest, both of individuals and
even of the nation, attached. But no capital trial, no great
dispute between citizens or nations, aroused more public
excitement than the Sievier prosecution. Mr. Robert Sievier,
that astonishing adventurer of the Turf and of Fleet Street, in
June 1908 was very short of cash. He was a man of which at
least this could be said : he was singularly punctilious about
payment of his " debts of honour/3 and at this time these
obligations were pressing hard upon him. He had a slight, a
very slight, acquaintance of a personal nature with Mr. J. B.
Joel, the South African millionaire. J, B. Joel had on one oc-
casion run up the bidding fora mare on which Sievier had set
his heart, and Sievier had made it his particular business to
find out ever so much about Mr. J. B. Joel. He had paid a
visit to that mausoleum of information, the British Museum,
and in a newspaper had stumbled across evidence of a youth-
ful indiscretion by Mr. Joel in his early business career. In
his newspaper he ran a series of satirical articles on eminent
individuals, entitled " Celebrities in Glass Houses." Mr. J. B.
Joel was the victim-subject of one of these articles, and every
week his life was made miserable by attacks, both veiled and
open, upon his commercial past and his sporting present.